"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

weakness for figures Mr Rowley has a very similar
weakness for women; so you must keep Sally out of
his way.

MRS BASHAM. Indeed! If he tries any of his tricks
on Sally I shall see that he marries her.

NEWTON. He is married already. [He sits at the
table],

MRS BASHAM. Oh! That sort of man! The beast!

NEWTON. Shshsh! Not a word against him, on your
life. He is privileged.

MRS BASHAM. He is a beast all the same!

NEWTON [opening the Bible] One of the beasts in the
Book of Revelations, perhaps. But not a common
beast.

MRS BASHAM. Fox the quaker, in his leather
breeches, had the impudence to call.

NEWTON [interested] George Fox? If he calls again I
will see him. Those two men ought to meet.

MRS BASHAM. Those two men indeed! The honor
of meeting you ought to be enough for them, I should
think.

NEWTON. The honor of meeting me! Dont talk
nonsense. They are great men in their very different
ranks. I am nobody.

MRS BASHAM. You are the greatest .man alive, sir.
Mr Halley told me so.

NEWTON. It was very wrong of Mr Halley to tell
you anything of the sort. You must.not mind what he
says. He is always pestering me to publish my methods
of calculation and to abandon my serious studies.
Numbers! Numbers! Numbers! Sines, cosines, hypo-
tenuses, fluxions, curves small enough to count as
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